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Soft-spoken Mary Chan is an anomaly in a city
filled with hard-edged business peaple obsessed
with scalability and profit. After a decade
working for some of the biggest names in
international advertising, Chan dropped out in a
search for tranguality and a career she could
believe in. She found it, almost by accident, in
publishing, when a friend came to ber with a
manuscript for a children’ s book. Since then, ber
bilingual publisbmg company, MCCM Creations,
bas published some 60 titles but renains tightly
focused on baoks with a strong Hong Kong or
China connection, particularky in the fields of
architecture, urban planning, and design, a niche
that was nearty empty before she began to fill it.

Mary Chan mcem creatom
Book Publisher

If you create
something, the world is
always open to you

When Mary Chan veniured into the world of independent publishing in
2001, she had little more to go on than & love of the arts, a friend with a
manuscript. and her background in advertising and public relations with
{irms such as Saatchi & Saatchi and J. Waller Thompson. She quickly
discovered the perennial problem in book publishing - it's one Lhing to
pul logether a book, quite another to find a way to inlroduce it to
readers, When she did her first design book, a visual history of Chinese
medicine packaging, she discovered a field that was virtually untouched
by tha publishing industry, aithough there were plenty of self-published
books by archilects and designers.

" was one of the first to handle design books in a mors systemalic
manner, not just as a one-off project”, she recalis. “Even il you are a
designer or antisl, if you publish a book, you don'l know what lo do
alterwards. If { published a book, | had ta figure oul how to market and
distribute it". She found a Dutch dislributor to take her into the European
and Norih American market, an Australian distriutor for Australia and
New Zealand, and a Shanghai-based distribulor for China, and she was
in business.

As animprinl, the style and philosophy of MCCM Creations was shaped
by Chan's firsi project, an illustrated children's book called Where in the
World by her fnend Peter Suart, which introduced the characters Tik and
Tok. The Tik and Tok series of boaks went on to include a lotal of seven
litles, bul more importantly, they introduced tha combination of
high-quality wiauals together with a loasely defined Hong Kong connection
~in Suarl's case, the fact that he had lived for many years in Hong Kong.
»

For most projects, the Hong Kong link 18 more diract MCCM's most recent
Yook, Grandma Grandpa Cook, based on research lor a 2004 community
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play by Art for All, 1s bolh cookbook and an inbmate introducton to the
senior cifizens behind the recipes. A foldout book by author and
photographer Kenneth Lo called Nathan Road is a panaramic portrait of
bolh sides ol thal straet; Edwin Lai's Our Home, Shek Kip Mei 1954-2006 ts
a photographic essay an one of Hong Kong's first public estates,
demalished i 2006. Praminent architects and designers have turned 1o
MCCM as well, including Rocco Yim, Gary Chang, William Lim, and Staniey
Wong, aliracted by ils reputation lor quality design and execution.

Among the mosi complex projects MCCM has undertaken was the 2005
publication of red-while-bluethere/therefeverywhere, The two-volume book
is a celebration of tha slurdy, sun-resistant, waterprool, foldable ptastic
sheeling used by construction workers, street vendors, working class
households, and graphic designer Stanley Wang in a series of installalions
that have mada il an icon of Hong Kong. When Wang first approached the
publisher, he had in mind a relatively simple photographic essay. Bul under
Chan's guidance, the book became an occasion for artisls, designers,
archilecls, and academics to callaborate using lext, objects and the book
itself 10 explore 1he history, manufacture, and design applications of red,
while, and blue sheeting.

This degree of playfulness, inventior, and quality of execution has long been
a feature of the independent book publishing industry in developed
countries. But Chan is among the first ta bring it to Hong Kang. Independent
publishing survives because i brings a special passion and intensity ta
books whose readers are equally inlense and passionale, often about
subjects ihat have littie or no appeal to the mass market. In Chan's case, she
has been able to reveal Hong Kong's identity to itsell
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